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SYNOPSIS OF DOCUMENTS. 


The State. 

1. Oaths of Office of Captain Arthur Phillip, dated 13th February, 1788, and 6th October, 1789. 

2. Reprieve from Death signed by Governor Phillip, 1st March, 1788. 

3. Oaths of Office of Thomas Kendall as Justice of the Peace for,the Bay of Islands, dated 16th 

November, 1814. 

The Church. 

1. First Leaf of the Marriage Register, 10th February to 13th February, 1788. 

2. Proclamation granting the Reverend Dixon permission to fulfil his duties as a Roman Catholic 

Priest, 19th April, 1803. 


Law. 

1. Precept summoning the first Court of Criminal Jurisdiction, dated 10th February, 1788. 

2. Proceedings of the Court of Criminal Jurisdiction on nth and 29th February, 1788. 

3. Precept summoning the first Court of Criminal Jurisdiction at Parramatta on 7th February, 1792. 

4. Proceedings of the Bench of Magistrates for 19th, 21st, 22nd, 23rd February, 1788. 

5. Proceedings of the Court of Civil Jurisdiction for 1st July, 1788. 

6. Probate Papers of John Shapcote, granted 20th July, 1790. 


Land. 

1. Grant of Experiment Farm to James Ruse, 22nd February, 1790. 

2. Deed of Exchange whereby the first grant in the City of Sydney was effected 

November, 1808. 


dated nth 


Finance. 

1. First Balance Sheet of the Bank of New South Wales, for April-December, 1817. 

2. Ledger entry of first account opened in the Bank of New South Wales. 

3. Two Assignments in draft for the Bank of New South Wales. 

Shipping. 

1. Recognisances for Passenger Boats to Parramatta, nth July, 1803. 




PREFACE. 


T HIS volume contains a series of lithographs taken from the original documents, which are 
the primal elements in the initiation of civilisation in all its varied ramifications on the 
continent of Australia, and, with one important exception, in the Dominion of New Zealand. 
From this fact alone, they might be described as the birth-certificates of a nation, and therein every 
Australian may glory, and recognise with pride and gratitude the precision and foresight, whereby 

the founders laid the keystones for all the diverse interests, which now form the fabric of civilisation 
in this young nation. 

It is worthy of passing notice that for the first time in the history of the world it has been 
possible to collect together for the use of the present and countless unborn generations the primordial 
documentary factors in the development and growth of the nation to which they belong; accor¬ 
dingly, in this sense this volume is, and always will be, unique as illustrative of the civilised nativity 
of an entire continent. 

The mere individual romance of the papers themselves is a story in itself, some of them 
drawn up, signed, and completed in a tent on the banks of the Tank Stream, pitched amidst the 
virgin bush, which then occupied the site of Sydney, and the careful preservation f them through 
many vicissitudes to the present day. 

With this volume the Library Committee of the Parliament of the Commonwealth 
inaugurate the collected publication of the Historical Records of Australia. A brief introduction 
has been added explanatory of the times and the documents themselves. 


July, 19x3. 


FREDK. WATSON. 

























_ 



























INTRODUCTION. 



'HE loss of the American colonies in 1783, the resultant distress caused thereby 


A to the American loyalists, who in many cases were pauperised by the War 
of Independence, and the desirability of further colonial settlements, in order to 
provide an eligible situation for the reception of convicts sentenced to trans¬ 
portation, were the principal motive factors in the establishment of the Colony 
of New South Wales by the English Crown. 

The first complete proposal that a settlement should be located on the 
eastern coast of Australia, which had been prominent in public thought owing 
to the then recent discoveries of Captain Cook in 1770, appears to have emanated 
from J ames Maria Matra, a scion of a loyalist family who had suffered considerable 
loss in the American war. He, after some preliminary discussion, formulated a plan, 
which, on the 23rd of August, 1783, was submitted to the Coalition Government 
of Fox and Lord North. This first proposal dealt fully with the many advan¬ 
tages of New South Wales for settlement, and suggested that the American loyalists 
might be compensated to some extent for their losses by free grants of land in 
the new colony: also, the idea of a penal settlement was mentioned but given 
little prominence. 

About the same time the British Government was confronted with the 
problem of providing for criminals, as the gaols were crowded to excess, with all 
the concomitant horrors, only too prevalent at that time, of outbreaks of jail 
fever and epidemics of lesser severity. Efforts were made to solve this difficulty 
by the despatch of the sloop “ Nautilus ” to explore the southern coast of Africa 
with the objective of finding a suitable location for the reception of convicts; 
but the vessel had returned with a report that the coasts examined were totally 
unfit for settlement. 

In December 1783, the Coalition Government, after a brief career, was 
succeeded by the Pitt Administration, the new Secretary of State for Home Affairs 
being Lord Sydney. He appears to have given early consideration to the problem 
of a settlement in New South Wales and the relief of the congestion in the 
prisons. After reference of Matra’s proposal to the Admiralty, a second plan by 
Admiral Sir George Young was submitted in January 1785, in which were 
embodied the main principles enunciated by Matra for the proposed settlement: 
but in addition it advocated the advantages which would accrue from such a 
colony as a site to which convicts might be transported. 

The idea of countenancing the formation of a settlement of free colonists 
appears to have gradually lapsed and to have been supplanted by that of a colony 
almost entirely penal in character in its inception. 

The decisive step was taken, when, on the 18th of August, 1786, Lord 
Sydney wrote to the Lords Commissioners of the Treasury, notifying them 
that all requisite arrangements were to be forthwith commenced for the settle¬ 
ment of 750 convicts, with the necessary staff and guards, at Botany Bay. 
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Whilst preparations were in progress for the foundation of the infant 
colony, the control and direction of them underwent some important changes. 
In 1782, by Burke’s Act, 22 Geo. Ill cap. 82, the office of the Secretary of State, 
who had taken charge of American and colonial affairs, had been abolished, and 
at the same time the ancient committee of the Privy Council, known as the Council 
of Trade and Plantations, had been subjected to similar fate. The colonial 
administration was then vested in what was known as the Plantation Board of 
the Home Office, consisting of an Under-Secretary and three clerks. It was this 
sub-department, acting under Lord Sydney, which initiated the preparations for 
the First Fleet. In 1786, however, by two orders in Council, the Council of Trade 
and Plantations was revived, and the business of the aforesaid Plantation Branch 
was transferred to this Committee. It was, therefore, under the watchful eye of 
a select body of the Privy Council that the final details with reference to the 
establishment of the colony were completed, and the early administration prior 
to the year 1794 was carried out. 

The assembling of the fleet and the manifold details requiring attention, 
in order that over 1,000 persons might be transported half round the world and 
left to maintain themselves for two years, were completed with all rapidity once 
the final decision had been determined. Captain Arthur Phillip was selected for the 
command, and his first commission was signed on the 12th of October, 1786. By the 
end of the year five transport ships—the “Alexander,” “Scarborough,” “ Friend¬ 
ship,” “ Charlotte,” and “ Lady Penrhyn ”—had been chartered, and on the 2nd of 
March, 1787, their captains and the captains of a sixth transport, the “ Prince of 
Wales,” and of three store ships laden with supplies—the “ Borrowdale,” “ Golden 
Grove,” and “ Fishburn ”—were instructed to place themselves under the command 
of Captain Phillip, or, in his absence, Captain Hunter of His Majesty’s ship “ Sirius,” 
which, with the tender “ Supply,” were detailed to convoy the fleet. 

After many delays and postponements, the fleet actually sailed on the 13th of 
May, 1787. The heartrending farewells, the daily routine, the hardships involved, 
the horrors of constant confinement between decks with scanty ventilation when 
the weather was bad, the pathos of the births and deaths in the crowded holds, 
the stay at various ports, the hopes, the fears and the discussions for the future of the 
first colonists, involved in this perilous voyage of eleven ships carrying over 1,500 
human beings through almost uncharted seas, all combine to form one of the 
most human and yet almost least known historical romances of the eighteenth 
century. Fascinating and absorbing though it be, it must be passed over. 

Eight and a half months later, this fleet, predestined to be freighted with 
such momentous after results, arrived in detached units at Botany Bay on Friday, 
Saturday and Sunday, 18th, 19th and 20th January, 1788. The “Supply” 
with Captain Phillip on board, after proving to be the fastest vessel on the voyage 
to the Cape of Good Hope, had endeavoured to out-sail the remainder of the 
fleet, in order that by an early arrival at the destination some preparation might 
be made to receive the convicts, of whom the bigger proportion had been upwards 
of ten months on board ship; but this laudable endeavour was fated to be 
frustrated, for, although the first vessel to arrive, the “ Supply ” did not enter 
the Bay until the evening of Friday. 

This fleet carried the small but varied band of 1,024 men, women, and 
children, including officials, guards and convicts, forming the nucleus of the white 
population for the colonisation of a fifth continent of the world. 



3 


The supreme control lay in the hands of Captain Arthur Ph illi p^ a man 
of force and determination, then in his fiftieth year, who had seen considerable 
active service both in the English and Portuguese navies. He was endowed with 
almost absolute power, based on a system which savoured strongly of military law: 
he was supported by a small staff of officers, each and every one of whom was 
subject to him according to the rules and discipline of war. 

The second in command was Robert Ross, Major commanding the force 
of marines, who had received the commission of Lieutenant-Governor, and eight 
others had been appointed with various commissions. These were :— 

Rev. Richard Johnson, Chaplain. 

Captain David Collins, Judge-Advocate. 

Augustus Alt, Esq., Surveyor-General. 

Andrew Miller, Esq., Commissary of Stores. 

John White, Esq., Surgeon. 

William Balmain, Esq., Assistant Surgeon. 

Thomas Arndell, Esq., Assistant Surgeon. 

Denis Considen, Esq., Assistant Surgeon. 

The guard was composed of four companies of marines, numbering 24 
non-commissioned officers, 8 drummers and 159 privates, and officered by 18 
commissioned officers, Major Ross’ son being also attached to this force as a 
volunteer without pay. 

The Chaplain was accompanied by his wife, thirty-one of the marines 
brought their wives and twenty-three children, whilst Phillip and Johnson each 
possessed a personal servant. 

The convicts numbered 529 males and 188 females, and there were also 
seventeen children belonging to them. 

An analysis of the sentences and crimes of these convicts gives rise to some 
interesting deductions. In no sense were they the “sweepings of the English 
gaols,” as such a term would be understood nowadays. The Criminal Code 
itself which was extant at the close of the eighteenth century precluded 
this possibility. Capital crimes then included (1) concealing or not surrendering 
effects in bankruptcy, (2) picking pockets of the value of over one shilling, 
(3) shop lifting of the value of over five shillings, (4) stealing above forty shillings 
in any house, (5) concealing the death of a bastard child, (6) sending threatening 
letters, (7) challenging jurors above twenty in capital felonies, or standing mute. 
From the stringency of this very code, it was almost impossible for the hardened 
criminal to escape the death penalty. Sentence of transportation was passed on 
those guilty of (1) grand larceny, which comprehended every species of theft 
above the value of one shilling not otherwise distinguished, (2) petty larcenies or 
thefts under one shilling. Further, an examination of the trials of women 
sentenced at London in the early part of 1787, who constitute 15 per cent, of 
the whole number of female convicts in the First Fleet, shows that each received 
a sentence of seven years transportation for theft of the average value of 18s. 5-Jd. 
each. The respective sentences of those convicts who arrived in New South Wales 
with Governor Phillip were 29 males and 5 females condemned to transportation 
for life, 11 males and 8 females for 14 years, 449 males and 151 females for 7 
years, whilst of 40 males and 24 females there is no record available. It is probable, 
therefore, that 83 per cent, of the first transportees were guilty of 
offences against the law for which in modern times they would be dealt with by 
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the summary jurisdiction of a police court, or pardoned possibly under a First 
Offenders Act. Does this not largely falsify the illiberal reproaches cast on the 
beginnings of a nation, unmerited odium given birth to in the eighteenth century 
and thriving still at the end of the nineteenth. Whatever vices the transposes 
showed in the new Colony must largely have been due, not to any inherent tenden¬ 
cies, but to the hardships endured, the seeming utter hopelessness of their future 
and consequent abandonment. 

In addition to this nucleus, Phillip found it necessary to retain the services 
of thirteen men, who had travelled in various capacities in the Fleet, and in this 
way the number of the original founders of the Colony was increased to 1,024. 
This was the infant community to settle in a spot, then almost completely 
isolated from the world and left largely dependent on its own resources, for com¬ 
munication with the nearest civilisation necessitated a voyage of two months 
outwards and two months for the return. The colonists were provided with the 
bare necessaries, as is indicated by the following table of the stores brought out, 

with the cost of the several items, 

£ s. d. 

Clothing, slops, and bedding ... ... ••• ••• ••• 4,939 J 6 ® 

Victualling and providing for convicts and marines for two 
years ... 

Wine, essence of malt, &c. 

Handcuffs and irons for securing convicts . 

Stationery. ... . 

Tools, implements of husbandry, &c. 

Marquees and camp equipage for marine officers 
Portable house for the Governor 

Medicines, drugs, surgeons’ instruments and necessaries 

Seed grain ... ... ••• ••• . 

Old canvas, supplied from Portsmouth Dockyard for tents, 

See., for the convicts until huts could be erected. 

Hearths, coppers, &c., for the use of the settlement ... 

Ordnance stores, including £553 2S. 6d. for 5 00 tents for the 
convicts... ... . 


u )* u j o ~ 

381 15 I 

42 o 1 
63 x 9 4 
3,056 8 7 
389 4 i 
130 o o 
1,429 15 5 
286 17 4 

69 o 9 
118 10 3 

2,435 T 7 


£29,548 7 7$ 


Immediately Phillip had arrived at his destination, he had commenced the 
examination of Botany Bay in order to discover a suitable site for the settlement, 
which was a matter of urgency for the sake of the health of the human freight 
committed to his care. The Bay, however, was found to be very disappointing, 
the waters themselves were so shoal that it was impossible to anchor the fleet 
without exposing the vessels to the heavy swell, created by easterly and south¬ 
easterly winds, nor were ships able to moor near the shore. On the land itself, 
although several runs of fresh water were discovered, they were all scanty, and no 
large areas were found suitable for the whole settlement. The lands near what is 
now known as Cook’s River and that at Point Sutherland were considered the 
only possible localities for headquarters. The former was, however, soon dis¬ 
missed, as the banks of the stream were low and much of the surrounding country 
a swamp. Phillip, therefore, was restricted in choice to the latter and gave 
instructions to have the ground cleared: but before finally deciding on disem¬ 
barking his charges and locating the settlement there, he determined on an 
examination of Port Jackson, which had been named but not entered by Captain 
Cook in 1770. 
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To carry this object into execution, on Monday, the 21st January, Captain 
Arthur Phillip, accompanied by Captains Hunter and Collins, James Keltie who 
was master of the “ Sirius,” the master of the “ Supply,” and the necessary 
crews, voyaged northwards in three cutters. Early in the afternoon they entered 
Port Jackson, and were astonished to find, in the words of Phillip, “the finest 
harbour in the world, in which a thousand sail of line may ride in the most perfect 
security.” A rapid examination of the various bays was made and Phillip finally 
determined on one (which he subsequently named Sydney Cove) as the site of 
the new settlement, because this bay possessed the best spring of water at its head, 
and in it “ ships can anchor so close to the shore that, at a very small expense, 
quays may be made at which the largest ships may unload.” What more far¬ 
sighted choice could have been made by a pioneer administrator, when the 
wharfage accommodation and the annual aggregate tonnage of the deep-sea ship¬ 
ping berthed at Circular Quay nowadays is considered. 

Sydney Cove, or Warrang as the natives called it, was then a placid bay, 
whose waters had probably known naught but the bark canoe of an aborigine; 
its shores were thickly and heavily timbered, where such growth was not forbidden 
by rocky outcrops, and the virgin forest was brightened by the flowering of the 
tangled undergrowth, whilst a fauna, which was then causing wonderment in 
the civilised world, revelled in this one of its unsullied native haunts. Into the 
head of the cove flowed a stream, which took its origin a little north of the present 
site of Market Street; from this source, the stream, fed by several springs, quietly 
wended its way through the woods in all their native grandeur, which covered 
the area now lying between Pitt and George Streets, its banks gradually becoming 
higher and steeper as it neared the tidal waters, and entered the harbour by a 
delta (so to speak) which lay at the head of the bay and extended a little south 
of the present site of Bridge Street, at the spot where a bridge was later built. 
This delta of the stream, afterwards known as the “ Tank Stream,” was largely 
covered at high tide, a small beach only remaining on its eastern and western 
sides: from its southern extremity, it curved in a direction north by east for 
500 feet, and thence the beach trended east-north-east to the land in front of 
what are now the stores of Messrs. Goldsbrough Mort & Co., where the rocky 
foreshores were washed by the waters of Port J ackson: its western margin bore 
north and north-by-east, to terminate near what is now the southern extremity 
of the old Commissariat Stores. At low tide the channel of the Tank Stream 
was carried across this alluvial deposit to meet the waters of the harbour about 
one hundred and twenty yards south of the present permanent wharf of the Parra¬ 
matta River steamers. The entrance to the cove was guarded by a rocky islet 
(now Fort Denison) covered with small stunted undergrowth. The neighbouring 
bays were all well timbered, some with a small meadow at their head, and the 
points separating them carried stony outcrops and overhanging rocks, forming 
miniature grottos, often tier above tier, giving the impression of magnificent 
terraced gardens, far surpassing in their rugged grandeur the man-made gardens 
of England to which the eyes of the colonists were then alone accustomed to. 

Such was the virginal condition of the cove and its surroundings as they 
appeared to the eyes of Captain Arthur Phillip and his companions when they, 
the first Englishmen, examined them on the 21st and 22nd January, 1788. 

So soon was this rugged solitude to be disturbed by the energies of 
civilisation with its concomitant progress, its benefits and its vices. Although 
its pioneer visitors little dreamed of them, this sylvan spot was fated to be the 
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scene of many stirring episodes—the birth of a nation, the Bligh insurrection, 
the fervour of a gold epoch, the assistance of a mother country by her daughter 
land, the culmination of an industrial warfare, and also to become the front gate 
of a premier city in a continent. 

Ph illi p and his party returned to Botany Bay on the 23rd January, when he 
immediately gave instructions for the whole Fleet to repair to Sydney Cove without 
delay. Phillip himself, on the 25th, sailed in the tender “Supply,” having embarked 
Lieutenant King, a detachment of marines, some artificers selected from 
among the seamen of the “ Sirius ” and forty convicts, in addition to the ship’s 
company of fifty men, and at 7 o’clock in the evening came to anchor in 
Sydney Cove. At daylight next morning—Saturday, 26th January—the English 
colours were displayed on shore and possession of the country was formally 
taken in the name of His Majesty King George III, the healths of the King, 
the Queen and the Prince of Wales, and success to the Colony were drunk, a 
feu-de-joie was fired by the party of marines, and three cheers being given by 
those on shore were taken up and repeated by those remaining on the “ Supply.” 
The site of this, the first official ceremony, was in the neighbourhood of the 
obelisk now standing in Macquarie-place. 

The day had broken fine and clear and remained so throughout. A party 
from the “ Supply ” was employed all day in clearing the ground, and by night¬ 
fall sufficient progress had been made to enable the first camp to be pitched. 

In the late afternoon the “ Sirius ” and her convoy of nine ships entered 
the harbour. H.M.S. “ Sirius ” led the way and entered the heads shortly 
before 4 o’clock, and was soon followed by the remainder of the fleet; anchor 
was cast by the warship in Sydney Cove at 5 p.m., and at 7 p.m. all her convoy 
were safe at anchor, some being moored so close to the rocky foreshores as to 
enable those on board to jump ashore. Thus was completed without mishap this 
remarkable voyage, lasting eight and a half months, of nine merchantmen of an 
average burthen of 344J tons,* convoyed by the “ Sirius ” of 540 tons and the 
“ Supply ” of 170 tons. 

Although Phillip had thus brought this voyage to a successful conclusion, 
he must almost have stood aghast, in his moments of self communion, at the 
stupendous nature of the task still before him, and it is wonderful testimony 
to his iron will to record the method and rapidity in which difficulties were 
overcome. Standing on the deck of the “ Supply” on the evening of the 26th 
January, he could with content survey his fleet riding safely at anchor in a well 
sheltered bay, but on shore he could only contemplate a wilderness of forest and 
angled undergrowth, where it was necessary to create a township to shelter his 
harges, and that with all haste: it was necessary to establish the machinery 
of government, the administration of justice, and even to arrange the social 
condition of his subjects to the minutest detail. His staff, although not openly 
disloyal, did not give evidence collectively of free and generous support but evinced 
jealousy and discontent. Phillip is thus one of the few men in history who have 
occupied such a position of magnificent isolation, and, possessing no true confidant 
or council to assist him, he was separated from his superiors by a voyage of 
eighteen months duration to and from England. 

On Sunday 27th January, the day after the fleet’s arrival, a party of 
sailors from the “ Sirius,” a body of marines and a number of male convicts 
were landed, and all haste was made in felling the timber, clearing the ground of 


* King gives the tonnage as averaging 35 ij. 
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undergrowth, and preparing for the erection of tents; this labour was allocated 
to the convicts, who were somewhat indolent, and not being provided with proper 
overseers they hid their tools and wandered in the bush in search of adventure, 
and as a natural sequence the work progressed but slowly. On the following 
day the remainder of the marines and the male convicts were disembarked, and 
all became engaged at similar labours. For some days confusion reigned 
supreme, nor can this be wondered at when it is considered, in the words of Collins, 
“ that every man stepped from the boat literally into a wood. Parties of people 
were everywhere heard and seen variously employed—some in clearing ground 
for the various encampments, others in pitching tents or bringing up such stores 
as were more immediately wanted; and the spot which had so lately been the 
abode of silence and tranquility was now changed to that of noise, clamour and 
confusion.” The master-mind of Phillip, however, soon reduced this carnival 
of chaos to order and routine, and his control remained clear and co-ordinate 
throughout, all detail work both of major and minor importance being attended 
to. His first major official act was the filling of the vacancy in the office of Provost- 
Marshal, caused by the English nominee (Geo. Alexander) not arriving in the First 
Fleet. To this post Phillip appointed Henry Brewer, midshipman on the “ Sirius,” 
by warrant dated 26th January 1788. Six days later he notified Lieutenant 
King that he intended, in accordance with the terms of the Crown instructions, 
to despatch him to Norfolk Island in the “ Supply ” with a small party, to found 
a subsidiary colony, and preparations were to be made for immediate sailing; 
also on the same day Thomas Freeman, who came out as captain’s clerk on the 
“ Sirius,” was appointed Assistant Commissary. Minor details were attended to, 
such as general orders that no sailors must be ashore after sunset and that no 
boats were to leave Sydney Cove without special permission, and all the routine 
of a camp; pickets were appointed from two guards, consisting of two subalterns, 
two sergeants, four corporals, two drummers and forty-two privates, who were 
daily mounted for the public security under the orders of the captain of the 
day. The ordering of the camp was such that the convicts were located on 
the west side of the cove, whilst the marines were camped on one side and the 
Governor and staff with his guard and a small body of attendant convicts on 
the opposite or eastern side of the Tank Stream, at the head of the bay. The 
entire party was camped in tents and marquees, with the exception of Phillip, 
and these were maintained for many weeks, as the first permanent erections 
were storehouses, the necessity for having the stores under proper cover being 
apparent. 

For Phillip a portable house had been brought from England, which was 
erected on the 29th January near the present site of Macquarie-place, and this 
formed the first Government House. Here, in this little canvas house, during 
the first weeks, Phillip sat daily for some hours giving instructions, receiving 
reports, and planning for the future : every detail, no matter how large and small, 
passed under Phillip’s watchful eye, all the proceedings of the Criminal Court 
and of the Bench of Magistrates were carefully examined by him, orders of the 
day, both for the camp and the marines, passed under his rigid surveillance, and 
even proposed marriages were submitted for sanction. Andrew Miller acted as 
his secretary. Lieutenant George Johnston as his aide-de-camp, and Henry Dodd 
as his personal servant. Outside, a convict was in constant attendance awaiting 
a summons by Phillip’s bell, and a guard of marines was constantly on duty in 
the immediate vicinity. 
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Near this house a number of convicts had been employed preparing a 
garden, and on the 30th plants which had been brought out were put in the ground, 
and soon fruit-trees, such as the pear, the apple, the orange, the fig and the grape, 
were established in the new Colony. 

On the same day (30th), the long boats belonging to the transports were 
engaged in landing the live stock on the eastern point of the cove, where they 
were depastured. This little nucleus of the future herds and flocks consisted of 
one bull, five cows and one bull calf, one stallion, three mares and three colts, and 
a number of ewes, hogs, and goats, besides some poultry and a few rabbits. 

Whilst such progress was made ashore, the survey of Port Jackson was 
carefully carried on day by day by Captain Hunter, Lieutenant Bradley and 
James Keltie, officers of H.M.S. “ Sirius.” 

Throughout this first week, the weather had been extremely hot and 
severe thunderstorms accompanied with vivid lightning had been experienced on 
several evenings. 

On the 3rd February, the second Sunday after the arrival of the fleet in 
Port Jackson, the first Divine Service was held by the Reverend Richard 
Johnson, his congregation being assembled in the open under some trees, and 
on this Sabbath the first baptism—that of a son of Samuel Thomas, a marine 
—was performed. 

The 4th, 5th, and 6th February were devoted to similar labours as before. 
During the afternoon of the latter date, the women were landed after being searched, 
and they showed general cleanliness in their appearance, many being well dressed. 
Soon after they were landed, however, the male convicts mixed with them, and 
the night that ensued was given over to a carnival of not and debauchery, better 
imagined than described: the misery of this was further intensified by the occur¬ 
rence of an exceptionally violent storm of thunder, lightning and ram, before 
the ordering of the tents for the women could even be completed. 

On the 7th February, Phillip had decided that the various Letters Patent 
and his own Commission should be read in public, in accordance with instructions 
he had received, dated 25th April 1787, from the King-in-Council, and he gave 
orders that every person who could be spared from the ships and every other person 
on shore should attend. The convicts were mustered early in the morning and 
assembled on the west side of the cove in a space which had been specially cleared 
near the present corner of George Street and Barton Street. Here also the various 
civilians and all the marine corps under arms awaited the coming of Captain 
Phillip. About 10 a.m. the Governor arrived, attended by the Lieutenant- 
Governor, the Judge-Advocate, the Surveyor-General, the Chaplain, the Com¬ 
missary and the Principal Surgeon, and was received by the soldiers with colours 
flying and band playing. After Phillip had congratulated the officers, the marines 
marched with fifes and drums playing and formed a ring around the convicts, 
who were ordered to sit down, and the marines then fired three volleys over their 
heads. All the gentlemen present were next desired to come forward near where 
the Governor stood surrounded by his officials. A camp table was placed in front 
of Phillip, and on it were laid two red leather cases containing the documents, 
which were both opened in full view of everyone. Captain Collins, the Judge- 
Advocate, first read the Commission appointing Arthur Phillip, Esq., Captain- 
General and Governor-in-Chief in and over the territory called New South Wales 
and its Dependencies, followed by the Act of Parliament, 27 Geo. Ill, creating 
the Colony and the Letters Patent constituting the Courts of Civil and Criminal 
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Judicature. After the reading was concluded, the band played “ God save the 
King,” and three volleys were again fired by the marines. Silence was next 
commanded and the convicts were addressed by the Governor in a vigorous 
speech. In his address, he pointed out to them the many peculiar circumstances 
in which their little community was placed: that it was necessary for their own 
preservation that much labour must be done and the soil cultivated, and he was 
determined that the idle should not be allowed to benefit by the work of the 
industrious, but at the same time it would never be necessary for their labour 
to be as much as that of the average husbandman in England: further, that 
owing to the isolation of the Colony, theft of provisions or live stock was an 
offence of extreme gravity and would be met with the utmost severity: that he 
had already tried leniency in their treatment but had found it a failure, and 
that he was determined that every one of them should contribute his share for 
the general happiness and welfare of the community at large. After Phillip had 
concluded his speech, three volleys were fired and the convicts were dismissed. 
The marines then returned to their parade ground, situated near the present 
corner of George Street and Dailey Street, where the Governor, attended by Cap¬ 
tain Hunter of the “ Sirius ” and the principal officers of the settlement, reviewed 
the marines and received the honours due to a Captain-General. At the 
conclusion of this ceremony, the Governor entertained all the officers and gentle¬ 
men of the settlement at a cold dinner, in a marquee specially erected for the 
occasion at the head of the marine encampment (near the present J amison Street), 
and at this dinner many toasts were drunk in commemoration of the day. 

This first public ceremonial was the definite and concrete step laying the 
keystones of law and order on the continent of Australia. 

By the English Act of Parliament, 27 Geo. Ill, 56, amplified by Letters Patent 
dated 2nd April 1787, read that day, a Court of Criminal Jurisdiction was estab¬ 
lished in and for the Colony of New South Wales, such court to “ consist of the 
J udge-Advocate . . . appointed in and for such place, together with six officers 
of His Majesty’s forces by sea or land,” with powers to try all offenders, after a 
charge, reduced to writing, had been exhibited to the Court by the Judge- 
Advocate, provided that no capital charge should be executed, unless “ five 
persons present in such Court shall concur in adjudging him, her, or them . . . 
to be respectively guilty.” The court was also constituted a Court of Record. 

By the same Letters Patent, which formed the first Charter of Justice, a 
Court of Civil Jurisdiction was established, consisting of the Judge-Advocate for 
the time being, with two fit and proper persons appointed from time to time by 
the Governor or in his absence by the Lieutenant-Governor. This Court was 
given full power and authority “ to hold plea of, and to hear and determine in a 
summary way all pleas, concerning lands, houses, tenements and hereditaments, 
and all pleas of debt, account, or other contracts, trespasses, and all manner of 
other personal pleas whatsoever.” The Court was further empowered to grant 
probate of wills and administration of the personal estates of intestates dying 
in the Colony, and to prepare grants for the custody of lunatics and their 
estates. 

The procedure of this Civil Court was initiated by a complaint being made 
in writing to the said Court by any person or persons against any other person 
or persons resident in the Colony; upon the reading of this plaint, the Court was 
empowered to use discretionary power in the issue of a warrant signed and sealed 
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by the Judge-Advocate, to be directed to the Provost-Marshal or such other officer 
as the Governor appointed, the warrant containing shortly the substance of the 
complaint and summoning the defendant to appear. In such cases as the value 
of the demand was £10 or upwards, the defendant or defendants might 
be arrested or compelled to find bail for appearance on a certain date and suffi¬ 
cient security for performance of the judgment, sentence or decree. 

Upon the appearance, arrest, non-appearance, or return by the officer 
that the defendant or defendants could not be found, the Court proceeded to 
the examination of the witnesses on oath, and after such examination or in the 
event of voluntary confession of the defendant or defendants, judgment was 

passed. 

The Court was empowered to award costs to the plaintiff or defendant, 
and to issue a warrant of execution, signed by the Judge-Advocate, for levying 
such costs and the duty adjudged or decreed, if any. Imprisonment in the 
event of default was established. 

At all sittings of this Court during the period of the first Charter of Justice 
(1788-1814), all matters coming within the jurisdiction of the Court were dealt 
with seriatim, probate, common law and equity matters being taken in indetei. 
minate order. 

In the event of either party being aggrieved by any judgment of such 
Civil Court, the Governor or in his absence the Lieutenant-Governor was 
empowered to sit as a Court of Appeal, wherein the procedure of process of 
summons, hearing of cause, and process of execution was similar to that of the 
inferior court. Notice of appeal to this Court was required to be lodged within 

eight days. 

If any party was aggrieved by the judgment of the Governor sitting in 
Court of Appeal, then appeal could be made to the King in Council, provided that 
the debt or thing in demand exceeded in value £300, and that the appeal was 
lodged within fourteen days of judgment being signed. 

These Courts of Civil and Criminal Judicature, thus constituted, met at 
such intervals as were found necessary and convenient, being summoned by 
precept signed and sealed by the Governor or in his absence the Lieutenant- 

Governor. 

On the termination of this official ceremony on the 7th February, so far as 
the general body of the colonists was concerned, work was resumed, and on this 
day the guns for fortifications on shore were landed and were subsequently 
mounted on the north-eastern side of the marines’ parade ground, facing the 
cove. Labour continued day by day as before, but each day was not uneventful. 
As illustrative of the methods in vogue, on the 9th February a sailor belonging to 
the “Alexander” transport, being found in the women’s tents, was drummed 
out of camp with his hands tied behind his back and the Rogue’s March playing. 
The sailors belonging to the transports were a constant source of trouble: 
although repeatedly forbidden and punished when caught, they were accustomed 
to bring spirits ashore by night to the women, and drunkenness was often the 
consequence. Friction between the male convicts and sailors was common, and 
whenever one of the latter was found by a convict near the tents of the women, 
he was seized, beaten most unmercifully and sent on board. 
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Though labour was then the main object in the daily existence of the 
colonists, social life amongst the officers themselves was not neglected. The dinner 
already mentioned had been given by Phillip: in the camp itself, calls were paid 
by the officers on one another to drink tea, when the anxious discussions for the 
future then held can be well imagined: visits were paid on and returned by the 
French officers on La Perouse’s vessels then watering in Botany Bay, and Phillip 
extended the Commodore the compliment of sending two horses to Botany Bay 
for the convenience of himself and his staff in paying a visit to Sydney Cove. 

On Sunday, ioth February, Divine Service was again held in the open, 
as it continued to be each Sunday when weather permitted, until the first store¬ 
house was built. At these services all the convicts were present and the detach¬ 
ment of marines paraded with their arms. The behaviour of the convicts as a 
body was respectful and attentive to their clergyman, who they knew laboured 
foi their improvement and welfare, lending them books, and showing them other 
little kindnesses. Although the Reverend Richard Johnson was a Moravian 
Methodist himself, the service was the order of Morning Prayer according to the 
doctrine of the Church of England, and the first Sacrament was administered on 
the next following Sunday, 17th February. On this day, ioth February, two 
children were baptised and the first five marriages were celebrated. These 
marriages, like all other details of human life, had been submitted for Phillip’s 
approval before solemnisation. In spite of this necessary official supervision the 
outward and visible forms of the church were soon commenced and maintained, 
for the contracting parties in all marriages on and after 16th March had previously 
published the banns, the first read being for two couples on Sunday 24th February. 
There were thirty marriages celebrated on or before this latter date, but it was 
found that many of these had been contracted in the expectation that married 
couples would receive various little comforts and indulgences which single folk 
did not. When these hopes proved false, some desired to be released from the 
bond. As there were no marriages solemnised between 24th February and 16th 
March, it may have been that Phillip had refused his consent to further applicants 
until the banns were published and man and woman had thus time to consider 
the step they were taking. 

Notwithstanding Phillip s warning to the convicts as expressed in his 
speech on the 7th February, petty thefts and some drunkenness were prevalent, and 
as a check to crime Phillip decided to assemble a Court of Criminal Judicature, 
by precept signed on this Sunday, ioth February, summoning Captain Hunter 
and Lieutenant Bradley of the “ Sirius,” Lieutenant Ball of the “ Supply,” Cap¬ 
tains Shea and Meredith and Lieutenant Creswell of the marines to sit with Judge- 
Advocate Collins as members of the Court to be held on the following day. 

On the nth February this first court of law assembled, and to those present 
it must have seemed to be wrapped, not with the solemnitj/, the dignity and the 
silence of a Criminal Court trying a man for his life, but with all the clash of arms, 
the rigours and severities of a court-martial in an army on campaign. During 
the time the Court sat, it was surrounded by a guard under arms, although admis¬ 
sion was granted to anyone so desirous. When the Court opened, the Act of 
Parliament, 27 Geo. Ill, authorising the establishment of a court, the commission 
to Captain David Collins as Judge-Advocate, and the Precept signed by Phillip 
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summoning the Court were read. The six officers, sashed, sworded and in full 
uniform, who had been summoned as members of the Court, were sworn by the 
Judge-Advocate : as soon as this ceremony was completed, Captain Hunter 
administered the oath of office to the Judge-Advocate. The committal to paper 
of the verbatim proceedings on this day speaks volumes for the method and 
precision adopted. After the completion of the evidence the Court was cleared, 
and it was the duty of the Judge-Advocate, a man of no legal education himself, 
to propound the law to his colleagues if necessary, when the verdict was 
considered and determined by a majority of the votes, beginning with the 
youngest member of the Court and ending with the Judge-Advocate. The Court 
was then thrown open, the verdict announced and sentence delivered. One man, 
for assaulting a sentry was sentenced to receive 150 lashes: a second, for taking 
some biscuit from a fellow' convict was sentenced to a week s confinement on 
bread and water on the islet now known as Fort Denison: w'hilst a thiid,for 
stealing a plank received sentence of fifty lashes but was pardoned by Phillip, 
who was invested with full power to exercise the royal prerogative in all cases 
with the exception of treason and wilful murder, in wffiich he had only power to 
stay execution until the King’s pleasure should be signified. 

On the same day as this Court was held, a military tribunal sentenced a 
marine to receive 200 lashes for beating his convict mistress. Punishment 
followed quickly on sentence, and the marine received half the allotted lashes 
before sunset. 

Of all Phillip’s actions during these trying and turbulent days, his approval 
on the same day of the first sentence passed on a convict and of that on a marine 
seem difficult to reconcile. The mildness of the convict s sentence had little 
influence as a corrective on his fellows, whereas the severity of the marine s 
punishment, in comparison, caused discontent amongst his comrades. 

During this week the construction of an observatory was commenced, the 
site selected being on the extreme western point of Sydney Cove near the spot 
where Dawes’ Battery is situated. William Dawes, second lieutenant on the 
“ Sirius,” w'as intrusted with the erection of it and the installation of the instru¬ 
ments which had been sent out by the Board of Longitude for the purpose of 
observing the comet of 1661, whose return in September 1788 had been predicted 
by Nevil Maskelyne the Astronomer Royal, immediate preparation being con¬ 
sidered necessary in the event of the comet arriving before the anticipated date. 

Amidst all the many and diverse duties which occupied him hour by 
hour, Phillip neglected to take his own oaths of office until the 13th February. On 
this day, he caused the Judge-Advocate to administer to himself the Oaths of 
Abjuration and Assurance in accordance with Acts of 1 George I and 6 George 
III, and at the same time he made the declaration re transubstantiation under 
an Act of 25 Charles II. The two further oaths, those of Captain-General and 
Governor in the Plantations respectively, which he had been ordered to take by 
the terms of his second commission, he did not subscribe to until the 6th October 
1789. The reason for this delay is not clear: possibly Collins may not have been 
able to advise him as to the form of the oaths or possible modifications necessary 
owing to the passing of Burke’s Act in 1782. 

Early in the morning of the 15th, the brig “ Supply ” set sail for Norfolk 
Island, being the first vessel to clear the harbour. Governor Phillip, on the 12th 
February, had signed a commission appointing Phillip Gidley King Superinten- 
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dent and Commandant of the proposed settlement, and this with his instructions 
had been delivered to King on the following day. The “ Supply ” carried King 
and his little party of twenty-three, consisting of James Cunningham, master’s- 
mate, Roger Morley, an adventurer, Thomas Jamison, surgeon’s mate, John 
Altree, assistant to the surgeon, two marines and two seamen—the two last 
mentioned from the “ Sirius,” nine male and six female convicts, together 
with six months’ provisions and all the requisite tools. 

On the 16th February the first death occurred, George Nelson, the cook of 
the transport “ Prince of Wales,” being drowned whilst attempting to swim 
ashore, the first death of an actual colonist, that of a convict, occurring three 
days later. 

In addition to the Courts of Civil and Criminal Judicature, provision had 
been made for holding a Court of Petty Sessions, and the first sitting commenced 
on the 19th February. By the Charter of Justice, the Governor, the Lieutenant- 
Governor and the Judge-Advocate, for the time being, had been appointed 
Justices of the Peace within the Colony, and by Phillip’s second commission he 
was given power to appoint further justices for maintaining the public peace 
with the same powers within their respective jurisdictions as similar officials in 
England. Soon after the disembarkation, Phillip had caused Augustus Alt, the 
Surveyor-General, and Lieutenant King to be sworn as justices to hold sittings as 
occasion required. The first session, which was commenced on the 19th February, 
was continued on the 21st, 22nd and 23rd February. This Court was for the trial 
of small misdemeanors, offences that were not of sufficient gravity to warrant their 
committal to the higher court, and for the hearing of law suits. The jurisdiction 
was summary and from it there was no appeal, although Phillip exercised a power 
of review, and his careful scrutiny is evidenced by his endorsements on the 
proceedings. It was probably on account of this power of review that the Governor 
did not personally exercise his functions as a member of the Bench. 

Towards the end of the month, a plot was unearthed to rob the public 
stores by a coterie of convicts under the leadership of one who was undergoing 
sentence of transportation for life. Three of them were detected in robbing the 
stores on the very day that they had received a week’s supply of provisions, which 
then consisted of 7 lb. of biscuit, 1 lb. of flour, 7 lb. of beef or 4 lb. of pork, 3 pints 
of peas, and 6 oz. of butter. Phillip therefore found it necessary to convene the 
second criminal court, by precept signed on 26th February, to sit on the following 
day to check such depredations, which were fraught with so much danger to the 
community. When the Court met, four convicts were arraigned, and one who 
had been apprehended gave King’s evidence and disclosed the whole plot. 
Three were thereupon sentenced to death, and one to receive 300 lashes 
corporal punishment. 

A little before sunset the same day, everything was prepared to carry the 
sentence into execution. The whole of the convicts were mustered near the gallows 
and the battalion of marines was under arms in the charge of Major Ross, in 
expectation of a possible insurrection and attempt at rescue. Phillip, however, 
reprieved two of the condemned, but the sentence on the “ lifer ” who was the 
ringleader was fulfilled, the Chaplain praying with him until the end, which he 
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faced with hardihood. The two convicts who were reprieved were sentenced to 
banishment, whilst the fourth, who had been tried at the same time and had 
been sentenced to corporal punishment, was pardoned by Phillip. 

On the 29th, the same Court sat again pursuant to adjournment, when 
five convicts were placed on their trial. The verbatim proceedings of this Court 
have been preserved, and the endorsements by Phillip and the evidence given 
speaks volumes for the method of the day. 

Thus closed the first completed month after the arrival of the fleet, and 
now glance at the change that had been wrought on the virginal condition of 
Sydney Cove. As twilight was closing in, the six transports and three store ships 
might be seen riding at anchor in the cove with the warship “ Sirius ” out in the 
stream, and hour by hour could be heard the ships’ bells, ringing the quarters, 
and the calling of the watches, “ All’s well! ” 

On shore, framed by the background of forest giants sombre in the 
gathering dusk, lay the infant settlement, scattered clusters of tents and marquees 
irregularly placed, pitched “ wherever chance presented a spot tolerably free of 
obstacles or more easily cleared than the rest,” nestling along the western shore 
and on both banks of the Tank Stream; here and there still standing a sentinel 
tree. On the eastern point might be heard the lowing of the cattle and the 
bleating of the sheep, foreigners on a strange shore, and there might be seen the 
tents and the camp fire of the caretakers and shepherds. At the head of the 
bay to the east, stood a flagstaff and a small cluster of tents with Phillip’s canvas 
house as a central landmark and the cook’s and lesser fires lighting the gloaming: 
one of the guard of the day might be seen marching to and fro in 
front of the house and possibly challenging, standing to attention, giving and 
receiving the sign and countersign as an officer passed to submit a belated report 
to Phillip; near by was the infant fruit garden, commencing to root. To the 
west of the stream were pitched the marquees of the officers and the tents of the 
marines, thrown in relief by numberless watch-fires and cooks’ fires, possibly the 
mess marquee glowing from the candles of officers breaking the tedium of their 
existence by prolonging their dinner. In the immediate foreground, lay tierces 
of beef and pork, puncheons of bread, barrels of flour, casks of peas, cannon, 
mill spindles, spare tents, bundles of ridge and stand poles, beds and hammocks, 
cases of clothing and sundries, all stacked as they had been landed from the store- 
ships. On the western side of the cove were grouped the two largest clusters of 
tents, those of the men and women convicts, some covered with boughs seeking 
additional shelter from the weather, camp fires were twinkling here and there, 
marines on guard doing their rounds challenging and maintaining order. On the 
extreme western point lay the fires and tents of Lieutenant Dawes, caring for his 
little observatory and possibly entertaining a fellow officer with the glories of the 
heavens. 

In the air might be heard the subdued hum and murmur of the camp, and 
at the outskirts of the clearing the stillness of the evening might be broken by 
the wailing of a dingo, scavenging in discarded rubbish, the subdued thumps of 
kangaroos as they sought their evening drink at the headwaters of the Tank 
Stream, or the startled rush of an emu. 

Romantic in its very simplicity, new born civilisation nestling side by 
side with age-old virgin nature—such was the condition of the heart of the City 
of Sydney at the beginning of March one and a quarter centuries ago. 
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Notes on Specific Subjects mentioned in the Manuscripts. 


By his second commission, Governor Phillip was empowered to grant lands 
to any person or persons, subject to certain instructions to be given him, 
with the proviso that the said grants pass and be sealed by the 
Land Settlement, seal of the Territory. By these instructions, dated 25th April 
1787, the granting of land was restricted to deserving emanci¬ 
pists* only with clauses as to residence and cultivation: the area was also limited 
to 30 acres for each grantee, with an additional 20 acres if married, and a further 
10 acres for every child dependent on him at the time of receiving the grant: 
the land was to be free of all taxes, quit rents or other acknowledgments what¬ 
soever for the space of ten years, but thereafter to be subject to an annual quit 
rent, the amount being left to Phillip’s discretion : lastly, the right to all timber 
suitable for naval purposes was reserved to the Crown. 

Governor Phillip did not for some time exercise the powers thus conferred 
on him, although he was considering the procedure as early as July, 1788, when 
he wrote to Lord Sydney suggesting the propriety of abolishing tithes on the 
produce of the soil, as was the custom in England, and of giving the Church itself 
grants in lieu thereof. However, towards the end of 1789, when the store of 
provisions in the infant Colony became seriously straitened, the Governor was 
desirous of ascertaining the time in which a settler might be expected to support 
himself from the cultivation of land. In order to test this problem, he selected 
a man, by name James Ruse, who had proved very industrious and who stated 
that his sentence of transportation had expired in July 1789, a fact which, though 
true, Phillip was then unable to verify, since the transport agents of the First Fleet 
had by an unaccountable oversight left the convict indent papers in England. 
James Ruse was fully qualified for the task, for he had been reared as a husband¬ 
man near Launceston in Cornwall. 

Phillip promised Ruse a grant if his industry continued and his statement 
as to the expiration of his sentence was found correct. To this first settler land 
was allotted near Parramatta, and it shortly afterwards was called “ Experiment 
Farm.” Ruse commenced farming on the 21st November 1789, and, in order that he 
should have every encouragement, Phillip ordered a hut to be erected and an 
acre and a half broken up for him, and at a later date he was assisted in felling 
the heavy timber from 5 acres: he was also provided with the necessary imple¬ 
ments for husbandry, grain for seed in the first year, two pigs and six hens, and 
for a short time he had the assistance of one convict. 

Phillip was fortunate in his choice of a man as the pioneer settler, for Ruse 
proved capable and thorough in his methods. His practice was to burn the fallen 
timber and dig the ashes into the ground, which he hoed over, completing 8 
or 9 rods a day, as compared with the daily task of hoeing 16 rods allotted 
to each convict on the Government farm, where in consequence the land was 
little more than scratched over. Ruse then clod-moulded the soil and dug in the 
grass and weeds, leaving the newly broken ground exposed to air and sun as long 
as possible; finally, before sowing the grain, he turned it all over afresh. During 

* Authority to issue grants to non-commissioned officers and privates was received by Governor Phillip on 
3rd June, 1790, and to commissioned officers by Lieutenant-Governor Grose, on 16th January, 1793. 
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his first year, he placed an acre and a half under wheat and half an acre under 
maize, as well as preparing a small kitchen garden: the wheat of a bearded variety 
was sown broadcast, 2 bushels to the acre, partly in May and partly in June 
1790, and the maize at the end of August and beginning of September. After 
reaping his crop, he hoed and harrowed the land before sowing with turnip seed 
to mellow it for the next season. The straw he saved and buried in pits for 
manure, realising that the soil was neither good nor bad but required nursing. 

This first private attempt at farming in Australia proved so satisfactory 
that, on 25th February 1791, Ruse notified the Governor of his ability to maintain 
himself and to decline receiving any further support from the public stores. 

On 30th March 1791, the grant of 30 acres was issued to Ruse. He 
continued to make uninterrupted progress, and at the close of his second year of 
occupation he had n£ acres in cultivation, and several more cleared by convicts 
in their leisure time in return for the promise of the first year’s crop from such 
land, in this way initiating a share system of farming. On the 5th September 
1790, Ruse had married Elizabeth Perrey and had one child, both of whom he took 
off the stores at the end of 1791, and six months later he was also able to maintain 
two male convicts as farm assistants. 

On the same day as the grant was actually issued to Ruse, three other 
blocks were granted, namely, 60 acres each to Robert Webb and William Reid 
(both ex-seamen of H.M. Ship “ Sirius ”) and 140 acres to Phillip Schaffer (an 
ex-superintendent of convicts). The definitive descriptions of these and all the 
early grants were extremely vague, the locale of the grant being merely mentioned 
and a name given to it, no surveyor’s description being incorporated until the 
issue of a lease to Nicholas Divine at Farm Cove on the 3rd December 1794. 

It was in this way that pastoral and agricultural lands were first granted, 
but town lands in Sydney were dealt with in different inannei. 

Within six months of landing, Phillip had completed a general schema for 
the township in Sydney Cove, and on the 4th June 1788, the anniversary of the 
birthday of King George III, he had intended laying a foundation stone and 
naming the infant city probably Albion, but was prevented from so doing on 
account of his ill-health resultant from sleeping on the wet ground. By this 
first plan it was intended that the streets should be 200 feet wide, the principal 
one extending from the present corner of George and Bridge Streets to the modern 
site of Wynyard Square, where it was proposed to build Government House, the 
Criminal Court, and the Main Guard Buildings. In these streets, Phillip decided 
that grants should only be made subject to strict building clauses. 

During his term of office, however, Phillip made no grants of such land, 
and when the poverty of the soil in the neighbourhood was gradually realised, 
Sydney came to be regarded more as a dep6t and administrative centre, and the 
original plan for the town was tacitly abandoned. Phillip further caused a boun¬ 
dary line to be drawn from the head of Cockle Bay (Darling Harbour) to the 
head of Garden Cove (Woolloomooloo Bay), and on 2nd December 1792, nine 
days before leaving the Colony, he signed a memorandum stating: “ It is the 
orders of Government that no ground within the boundary line is ever granted 
or let on lease, and all houses built within the boundary line are and are to remain 
the property of the Crown.” Notwithstanding this ordinance, Phillip himself, 
six days later, granted four leases, each 200 feet by 100 feet, to the north of the 
said line, and, strange to say, one of these issued to Phillip Schaffer became the 
subject of the first Crown resumption on the 21st March 1798. 
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When Phillip did not uphold his own order, it is not surprising that his 
three successors in office—Grose, Paterson and Hunter—granted numerous leases 
within the same boundary line. 

On the nth June 1801, Governor King placed the tenure on a finite basis, 
when he issued a Government order whereby occupation leases might be granted 
for a term of five years, provided the land was not required for public purposes. 
King, like Captain Phillip, abrogated his own general order, when in 1806 he 
renewed certain expiring leases for a further period of fourteen years. 

When Governor Bligh assumed office, he severely criticised the actions of 
his predecessors and ordered certain lessees to quit their properties, at the same 
time quoting and confirming Governor Phillip’s ordinance. 

But it was left to the master-mind of Lieutenant-Colonel Foveaux. the 
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second of the insurrectionary Governors, to foresee the folly of continuing the 
leasehold tenure in the township of Sydney. He therefore granted, on November 
21st 1808, to Isaac Nichols, Simeon Lord and David Bevan, certain town allot¬ 
ments, before held by lease, stating as his reasons for so doing that they had 
“ laid out very large sums of money in the erection of excellent dwelling-houses, 
extensive stores and other substantial and useful buildings,” and further “the 
justice of securing the permanent enjoyment of the fruits of this industry to 
persons who have speculated with such confidence and spirit upon the precarious 
tenure of a lease, and the policy of encouraging others to similar exertions and 
thereby materially contributing to the extension and ornament of the town ” 
were obvious. 

The three grants mentioned, however, were the second, third and fourth 
issued within Sydney, for Foveaux, apparently having decided on the propriety 
of township grants, had exchanged with John Macarthur, on the nth November 
1808, a grant of 2 acres 1 rood io£ perches in Windmill Row for a portion of 
Elizabeth Farm at Parramatta, required for Crown purposes. 

Finally, Governor Macquarie on his arrival, by virtue of the power conferred 
on him whereby he could confirm or disallow any act of the insurrectionary 
government, rendered these grants valid by issuing a regrant of them dated 
1st January 1810. 


At the time of the foundation of the Colony, public and private finance in 
England was unsatisfactory. The Government resorted to the profits of lotteries 
to replenish the Exchequer, banking facilities were poor, interest 
Finance and was excessive, and the keystone of all, the British currency. 
Banking. was in a deplorable condition. The silver coinage was scanty 
in amount and at a discount owing to wear and tear and the 
frequent custom of filing, many foreign coins circulated, and dollars were received 
and issued by most of the trading banks. An effort had been made in 1787 to 
alleviate the scarcity by the issue of £55,459 in shillings and sixpences, but this 
acted only as a palliative and not a curative measure, and the want of an efficient 
and adequate currency continued until the nineteenth century was well advanced. 
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When the trading and commercial facilities of England were thus neglected, 
it is not a matter of surprise that the similar wants of an infant colony were virtually 
left in abeyance. During the first twelve years after the settlement was founded, 
little attempt was made to regulate or provide a coinage for local conditions, 
and the coins of most countries gained currency without any definitive value in 
sterling, excepting the Spanish dollar which was proclaimed legal tender for five 
shillings sterling by Governor Phillip in September 1791. November i 79 2 > a 
shipment of 3,870 oz. of silver, in dollars amounting to £1,001, arrived per the 
transport “ Kitty ” for the purpose of paying artificers employed by the Crown, 
and a further shipment of £ 55 ° i n copper coins was delivered in 1800. On each 
occasion, the specie was soon in general circulation but proved inadequate for the 
needs of the colonists. The general practice, at that time, was for the officials to 
draw their salaries through an agent in London, and for the Crown to liquidate its 
liabilities by bills drawn on the Treasury in England. 

On the 19th November 1800, Governor King attempted to systematise the 
currency by proclaiming the English penny and its fractions, the shilling and 
guinea, the Portuguese johanna and its half, the Indian mohur and rupee, the 
Spanish dollar and ducat and the Dutch guelder to be legal tender, and at the 
same time fixed a sterling value for each: this rate of exchange placed a premium 
on each of the coins, the English penny passing current at 100 per cent, enhanced 
value, with the object of preventing the little specie then in the Colony from being 
carried away by visiting vessels. The enactment of such increased values was 
criticised by the English authorities by reason of the danger of private traders 
importing specie and taking advantage thereby, but such a defect does not appear 
to have been experienced. 

During these early years, the custom also arose of issuing private notes-of- 
hand for all amounts from threepence upwards, such issue being under no official 
regulation or sanction. For so long as this practice was only availed of by persons 
of financial probity and strength, it was of great public utility: but the ease 
with which anyone could place such notes in circulation tempted many to issue 
them with dishonest motive, and these notes, on presentation for redemption 
after the lapse of perhaps months, would be rendered worthless by the drawer 
becoming bankrupt. The natural result was that the difference in value between 
currency and sterling increased year by year, until as much as 75 per cent, discount 
was demanded for conversion of the former. 

Shortly after assuming the reins of office on the 1st January 1810, Governor 
Macquarie realised the dangers and defects of this practice and noted the way in 
which agricultural and commercial pursuits were hampered by the want of some 
adequately secured circulating medium. Four months after landing, he had formu¬ 
lated a scheme for establishing a Government Bank under the name of “The New 
South Wales Loan Bank,” which was based on the plan of the Loan Bank at the 
Cape of Good Hope, founded by the Dutch East India Company in 1782. Mac¬ 
quarie proposed to create a specific fund under the control of suitable officers, 
and to issue paper medium to its full amount, which was then to be placed in the 
bank and lent by the bank to landholders on mortgage of their lands at 6 per cent, 
per ann um and by the mortgagees placed in general circulation. By this method, 
Macquarie expected this paper issue to become a standard medium of trade, as it 
would always maintain its par value in sterling, being guaranteed by the collective 
mortgages due to the bank and the specific fund established by the Crown. 
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Macquarie submitted this proposal to the Home Authorities, but after 
reference to the Committee of Privy Council for Trade and Foreign Plantations 
authority for such a foundation was withheld, but in lieu thereof the issue of 
dollars to the amount of £10,000 for the service of the Colony was determined on. 
Owing to the scarcity of specie, this amount in dollars could not be spared in 
London, and arrangements were made to obtain them in India, from whence the 
treasure, in fourteen cases, was finally transmitted per H.M.S. “ Samarang ” 
towards the end of 1812. Macquarie, at the same time, received instructions to 
prepare stringent regulations to prevent this specie from being exported. After 
consultation with the Judge-Advocate and others, he decided that the most 
effective method of attaining this objective was the creation of a colonial coinage. 
He, therefore, caused a small central piece to be struck out of each dollar and 
to be stamped on the obverse with a crown and the date “ 1813,” and on the 
reverse Fifteen pence*’: the remaininp' nart nf thp rtnllar wac imnrpccpri ainncr 
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the inner rim with the figure of a branch of laurel and the words “ Five shillings ” 
on the obverse, and on the reverse with the words “New South Wales ” and the 
date “ 1813.” On the 3rd July 1813, these two coins, afterwards known as “dump” 
and holey dollar,” were proclaimed legal tender in the Colony for fifteen pence 
and five shillings respectively. 

Notwithstanding this issue, the demands of the growing trade of the Colony 
were not fulfilled and private notes of hand continued to be circulated with all 
the concomitant disadvantages and ill effects. 

Macquarie, therefore, on the 22nd November 1816, convened a meeting at the 
Judge-Advocate s chambers “ to take into consideration the present state of the 
Colonial currency, and what would be the consequence of an immediate sterling 
circulation. This meeting was attended by the Lieutenant-Governor, the Judge- 
Advocate, the Governor’s Secretary and ten of the leading commercial men of 
the day. It was then decided to recommend to the Governor that a bank be 
incorporated by charter, with a capital of not less than £20,000, divided amongst 
subscribers in shares of not less than £100 each, to transact a general banking 
business and to provide a sterling currency. The shrewd business instinct of 
this first meeting is strikingly shown by one resolution alone, “That no dividends 
shall ever take place or be made upon the fund of £20,000 as first established, 
but that the same shall be made upon the interest of the bank capital.” 

Macquarie immediately gave his consent to these proposals, and, at a public 
meeting held on the 5th December 1816, the Governor’s sanction was announced, 
the subscription list was opened and forty-six of the public at once signified their 
intention to take up shares varying in number from one to ten. Thirteen days 
later, these subscribers met and appointed a committee to frame the rules and 
regulations for the government of the bank, which were submitted and adopted 
at a second general meeting on the 7th February 1817. At this last meeting, seven 
directors were elected in accordance with the rules adopted, including John Thomas 
Campbell as the first President. 

These rules and regulations, which formed the modus operandi of the Bank 
of New South Wales, then first named, were fifty in number. They dealt minutely 
with all the workings of the Bank, and the qualifications of a director and the order 
of procedure were defined. The annual expenditure was limited to £600 unless 
special expenditure was authorised by the proprietors: fixed deposit interest was 
not to exceed 8 per cent., and interest on advances 10 per cent.: the granting of 
loans on bank stock certificates was expressly forbidden: and the issue of bank 
notes for 2s. 6d., 5s., 10s., £1 and £5 was authorised. 
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The Charter of Incorporation was received by the Directors on March 22nd, 
and a call on the subscribers was at once made for payment, on or before the 31st 
March, of a first instalment of 25 per cent, of their original subscriptions. With 
fifty-seven instalments paid, the bank opened for business on the 8th April 181/ in 
premises leased from Mrs. Mary Reibey in Macquarie-place. As the directors 
and proprietors possessed little practical knowledge of banking beforehand and 
had no local precedents to guide them, the progress and method shown is 
remarkable. Three months after commencing with a paid capital of £i, 4 2 5 > the 
Bank had accumulated liquid assets to the value of £ 7,435 os - 2( ^-> comprising 
Government securities (that is bills on the Treasury and Store Receipts) 
£6,635 1 os. 7d., and specie (chiefly dumps and dollars) £ 798 9 s - an 6 addition 
held discounted bills to the value of £1,315 13 s - 

The ordinary business of the Bank was conducted by two of the Directors, 
who attended daily from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m., a cashier and secretary, and an accoun¬ 
tant. The hours for public business were 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. daily, Sundays and 
other Church Holidays excepted. Customers were charged is. 9d. for pass books, 
and is. 9d. or 3s. 6d. for cheque books, according to size: deposit slips were 
issued for all deposits when asked for: fixed deposits at 8 per cent, interest per 
annum were subject to three months’ notice of withdrawal: tokens for is., is. 6d. 
and 2s. were circulated in addition to the notes of issue. 

The full Board of Directors met every Tuesday morning and decided on 
all advances, discounts, share transfers and general business. Loans on land 
were limited to 5s. per acre unimproved and 10s. per acre improved, but no 
loans were granted on town allotments or where there was a prior encum¬ 
brance. Judge-Advocate Wylde was appointed “ Law Solicitor ” to the Bank 
and drew up the first mortgages and assignments. When dealing with 
a public little conversant with banking methods, discounts had to be carefully 
considered. On the 15th April, when the first five bills were submitted, one was 
refused as the endorsee’s name did not correspond with that of the payee, a 
second because the applicant was a convict, a third and fourth because the 
power of attorney under which the bills were endorsed was not registered with the 
Bank, whilst a fifth was accepted. 

It is only natural to expect that the introduction of banking methods, 
previously foreign to the Colony, should be met with some antagonism. The first 
and most important opposition arose when the Directors decided that the Bank 
should accept no private notes of hand in the course of business. This decision 
shows how true was the banking instinct, for if such currency had been accepted 
the Bank would have weakened its specie reserve, and in reissuing such notes 
it would virtually have become a guarantor of each and every one of them. By 
this action, the Directors struck directly at the root of the custom, which had 
long permeated the community and which also had helped to create the demand 
for a bank of issue. Some merchants felt that their credit was lowered, and one 
who was a Director at once resigned his seat on the Board, although he continued 
to give loyal support as a shareholder. 

Reports were also circulated, doubting the validity of the Charter and its 
power to indemnify proprietors from private liability beyond the capital value of 
their subscriptions, and some shareholders refused to accept shares for which 
they had subscribed or to pay any further instalments. 
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Notwithstanding the actions of detractors, the Bank triumphed, and at 
the end of 1817 the Directors were able to declare a dividend at the rate of 10 
per cent, per annum on all instalments from the date of their payment: these 
amounted to £3,625, and the dividend absorbed £174 5s. 2d. of the profits for the 
first nine months. 


The limits of Governor Phillip’s jurisdiction, in his commission dated 
2nd April 1787, were defined as extending from Cape York in latitude io° 37' S. 

to South Cape in latitude 43 0 39' S., and over all the country 
Settlement of eastward of 135 0 of east longitude and all the islands adjacent 
New Zealand, in the Pacific Ocean within the aforesaid latitudes, but the 
longitude limiting the seaward jurisdiction was not defined. 
In this way there was included the whole of the present States of New South 
Wales, Victoria, Queensland and Tasmania, the eastern half of the State of South 
Australia and the eastern third of the Northern Territory. Although the limits 
of the Colony thus embraced half a continent, it is doubtful whether the English 
Crown had intended to include the islands of New Zealand; however, in 
Phillip’s instructions, express mention was made of Norfolk Island, lying in 
longitude 167° 58' E., and this meridian passes through Stewart Island and the 
Middle Island of New Zealand, but at apart south of the prescribed southernmost 
parallel of latitude. The North Island of New Zealand lies entirely within the 
required parallels of latitude but almost completely east of 173 0 east longitude. 
The same jurisdiction was defined in the commissions of the successive Governors, 
Hunter, King, Bligh and Macquarie, but the last-mentioned alone attempted to 
exercise sovereign powers. 

Intercourse between New Zealand and the infant Colony at Port Jackson 
was carried on from an early date by sealers and whalers putting into convenient 
harbours for shelter, and ships seeking cargoes of timber. Many vicarious settle¬ 
ments were also made, the first consisting of a sealing gang under the charge of 
John Leith, second mate of the ship “ Britannia,” who resided about twelve 
months at Dusky Bay procuring seal skins in 1792-3. All these proceedings, 
however, were without official sanction or recognition from the Governor. 

But Macquarie evidently considered that the present Dominion lay within 
his government, for in 1810 his sanction was given to a proposal of Simeon Lord 
and some merchants of Sydney for the formation of a settlement in the North 
Island, with the object of collecting flax and manufacturing it into cordage and 
canvas for the use of the Colony: but when news was received of the massacre 
of the crew of the “ Boyd ” at Whangaroa, in November 1809, this idea was 
abandoned. Macquarie then commenced a conciliatory policy with the Maoris, 
and in the event of any disturbance he rendered all ships trading with them liable 
to a heavy penalty. In November 1814, he countenanced the sailing of the brig 
“ Active,” carrying the Reverend Samuel Marsden, three catechists—Kendall, 
Hall and King—besides workmen and live stock, to make a permanent settlement 
in the Bay of Islands, the keynote being missionary enterprise. Prior to their 
departure, Macquarie exercised definite jurisdiction over at least a part of New 
Zealand by the appointment of Thomas Kendall as Justice of the Peace for the 
new settlement. 
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When the First Fleet left England, no provision was made for the spiritual 
welfare of such colonists as were adherents of the Church of Rome. A little 
prior to the sailing of the fleet, the attention of Lord Sydney 
Establishment of was directed to this oversight by the petition of two priests of 
the Roman the church offering their voluntary services for duty in the new 
Catholic Church, colony and soliciting a passage in one of the vessels, stating 
that there were probably at least 300 members of the Roman 
Catholic faith amongst the first settlers. The prayer of this letter was not granted, 
and for over fourteen years there was no official recognition of the doctrines of 
this church in New South Wales. 

However, in 1800 and 1801, three priests—the Reverends James Dixon, 
Peter O’Neal and James Harold—arrived in Sydney as transportees, on account 
of their participation or suspected complicity in the Irish rebellion, and on the 29th 
August 1802, instructions were forwarded to Governor King by the Secretary of 
State, Lord Hobart, to grant them a conditional emancipation provided their 
conduct had been satisfactory, in order that they might fulfil their clerical duties. 
Shortly after the receipt of the despatch, King determined to give effect to these 
tentative instructions, and as the initiatory step, on the 12th April 1803, he ordered 
every person throughout the Colony professing the Roman Catholic religion to 
register their names and places of abode, either with the Reverend J ames Dixon 
at Sydney, with the Magistrate’s clerk at Parramatta, or with Thomas Arndell, 
Magistrate at the Hawkesbury. On Wednesday the 20th April following at 10 a.m., 
these co-religionists met by command at Government House, Parramatta, when 
the provisions made for the administration of the rites of their church were 
announced. A conditional pardon was proclaimed to the Reverend James Dixon, 
dated 19th April, and, in the presence of Judge-Advocate Atkins and Surgeon 
Jamieson, he subscribed his name to seven regulations to be observed by himself 
and his congregations in the conduct of their worship. These rules ordered that 
services were to be held once in three weeks at the settlements of Sydney, 
Parramatta and Hawkesbury, in rotation, on a Sabbath morning at 9 a.m.: the 
priest was to be held responsible for the orderly behaviour of his flock, and police 
were to be stationed near the place of worship to maintain order. The first official 
Mass was celebrated on the 15th May 1803, and the church, thus established, at once 
began to bear good fruit, the salutary effect of Father Dixon’s labours receiving 
official testimony from Governor King in a despatch ten months later. 


The first sittings of the Court of Civil Jurisdiction were held on the 1st July 
1788. Like the Criminal Court, it was summoned by Precept, signed by Phillip, 
addressed to the members constituting the Court, in this instance 
The Court of Judge-Advocate Collins, the Reverend Richard Johnson, and 
Civil Jurisdiction. Principal-Surgeon John White. There had been no prior 
necessity for holding a session in this jurisdiction, and the 
immediate cause of this first Court was the projected departure, early in July, of 
the transport “ Alexander,” and the fact that her master, Duncan Sinclair, was 
defendant in the first suit. When the Court opened, the Patent establishing a 
Court of Civil Jurisdiction and the Governor’s Precept were read, and after the 
members of the Court had been sworn the trial commenced. The suit arose out 
of the loss or misappropriation of certain goods that had been entrusted to the 



2 3 


care of the defendant for and on behalf of the plaintiffs. The case of the two 
plaintiffs had caused considerable public interest before leaving England and a 
collection of £20 had been made on their behalf and invested in various articles, 
the subject of the law suit, which the Chaplain had been asked to see delivered to 
the two beneficiaries. It is, in consequence, somewhat strange to find that the 
Reverend Richard Johnson should have been a member of the Court. The trial 
resulted in a verdict for the plaintiffs. 


Lieutenant John Shapcote, senior, was the Naval Agent for the transports 
of the Second Fleet and travelled in the transport “ Neptune,” which arrived in 

Granting of the on 2 ®th June 1790. Shapcote, however, had died 

First Probate. somewhat unexpectedly on the voyage between the Cape of 
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a hearty meal, and a little after 3 a.m. was found dead in his berth by Captain 
Trail, commander of the vessel, and Captain Nepean, officer commanding the 
troops on board. He was buried at sea next morning, and after the funeral the 
inventory of his effects was taken by Captain Nepean assisted by the chief and 
second mates. This inventory was handed to the son, John Shapcote, junior, 
who had travelled by the storeship “Justinian ” and had arrived eight days before 
the “ Neptune ” in Port Jackson. Twenty-two days after the arrival of the 
“Neptune” letters of administration in his father’s intestate estate were granted 
at a sitting of the Court of Civil Jurisdiction. 


The first subsidiary settlement on the continent of Australia was established 
at Rose Hill, a part of the present township of Parramatta, then designated as at 
the head of the harbour. At the beginning of November 
The First Court of 1788, Phillip with a small party examined the locality, and 
Criminal Juris- considering the country equal to the best in England he estab- 
diction at Parra- lished an officer and ten men there with instructions to immedi- 
ma Ma. ately complete a small redoubt. Shortly afterwards, Captain 

Campbell was placed in charge of the outpost with two lieu¬ 
tenants, twenty marines and about fifty convicts to commence clearing the land 
and preparing it for corn. The superiority of the soil in this situation, as compared 
with that in the neighbourhood of Sydney, was soon realised, and the individual 
importance and development of this second settlement is evidenced by the meeting 
of the Bench of Magistrates there on the 15th March 1789, and by the summoning 
of a Court of Criminal Jurisdiction at Parramatta on the 7th February 1792, the 
first to be held away from the headquarters at Port Jackson. 
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Wi je ^tate. 


Oaths of Office of Captain Arthur Phillip^ dated 13th 
February, 1788, and 6th October, 1789, 

(Vide Introduction, p. 12.) 

'T'HE original documents are preserved at Sydney, in the offices of the 
Supreme Court of New South Wales, and are written on laid paper 
watermarked "T jg HJ P Co E N on one leaf, and Britannia seated on 
a shield, all within a treble oval surmounted by a crown, on the alternate leaf. 
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®fje ls>tate. 


Reprieve from Death signed by Governor Phillip, dated 

1st March, 1788. 

(Vide Introduction, p. 14, and Proceedings of the Criminal Court for 

February 29th, 1788.) 

^pHE original document is preserved in the archives of the Supreme Court of 
New South Wales, and is written on laid paper watermarked Britannia 
seated on a shield, all within a treble oval surmounted by a crown. The name 
of the condemned convict has been erased. 
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®fje is>tate. 


Oaths of Office of Thomas Kendall, Esq., as Justice of the 
Peace for the Bay of Islands, dated 16 th November, 1814 * 

(Vide Introduction, p. 21.) 

'pHE original documents are preserved at Sydney, in the offices of the 
Supreme Court of New South Wales, and are written on laid paper 
watermarked [as below] on one leaf, and Britannia seated on a shield, all 
within a treble oval surmounted by a crown, on the alternate leaf. 


ePdDiiflN Mayes 

ASA® 









.y^eS/faz ]a^y£/£ac 2 y 

>> <' 

</& /Z4& 


ZZ7* 





^ 2*2 

4&*xy _ y2yy^ gZ^^y 


/Z*^ {FSy^ArZy-e^ 

gZ^i^ y^t 

y^t yy' /Syy^ y2s&e^y jj^ZtZrf^Zy? 







ytfsty&yZbf , y2y&} 

y'y&cZS^ ay^zy^c^rnt*Z^ 

S/£ct&^FtyF^ yy&oey ts^ZeSzK^ &2ysxy-z y^tzy = r, 

'^Z-y’yY^ y^yj^yZey^ yZtZc^y /’&?'*' yz &p> 

yF^gFc^ y^Fyz&t* s^y yy&^pyy 

^Ft y%<lf ^ '- ^ ^ 

^a^yy^ ytetF^y&yy*^ z%6? y^z^y 

,/**?&&£ y&* ; 



yZ^ 




> F^yyyy z2^Si} 



ia,- 


tvy-ty ? /f*^ 

ryy.y^/g*- Z&Zryzy, 

z^yy^cyF^y^y^y /z&tFy 

is'^'ycs&y£ 

y2y*y*y zFy^zkf yg&t'-y 
y!^^^yF^y^y^yy .yFy^y-''y^y~y&^y*r ■y f &'y^&yg&y 




z^yy yz t^y&y^ey^J&zzy y? yy£%y^, ,y?i' 




























4 









f'y''* *" * . .' ^ 

jO^g^ZAA =■ 

' e ?A/!4S-&~?~St't' ■gZ&t-- 

'^'-//^:?-£ ZZ^S' 4 ^S<-<£*&- gZA^ ^ts^Z^fZr^' ZZlfat^ Z^£—'' 













__ _ iii'rtiMrifii 'rttr'i ' .■■■*•• - --~ i —- j .- ....4,^5.^^ 





je Cfjurcf). 


The First Leaf of the Marriage Register containing the 
marriages solemnised on 10th-13th February, 1788* 

(Vide Introduction, p. n.) 


'J'HE original Register is preserved in the offices of the Registrar-General, 
Sydney, and is a small folio volume, the paper being watermarked CM 
beneath a crown. 
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W$z Cfjurcf). 


Proclamation granting the Reverend James Dixon a con¬ 
ditional emancipation, to enable him to fulfil his duties 
as a Roman Catholic Priest, dated 19th April, 1803* 

(Vide Introduction, p. 22.) 

T HE original document is preserved in the offices of the Supreme Court of 
New South Wales, and is written on laid paper watermarked 


J Wucikwar 
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Hato. 


Precept summoning the Members of the first Court of 


Criminal Judicature to assemble, dated I Oth February, 

1788. 


(Vide Introduction, pp. 11-12.) 


'pHE original document is preserved in the offices of the Supreme Court of 
New South Wales, and is written on laid paper watermarked Jfj[ 


beneath a crown. 
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Hato. 


Proceedings of the first Court of Criminal Judicature, 
held on the Hth February, 1788* 

(Vide Introduction, pp. 11-12.) 

T HE original documents are preserved in the offices of the Supreme Court 
of New South Wales, and are written on laid paper watermarked 
[as below] on one leaf, and Britannia seated on a shield, all within a treble 
oval surmounted by a crown, on the alternate leaf. The names of the convicts 
have been erased. 
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Hato. 


Proceedings of the second Court of Criminal Judicature, held 

on the 29th February, 1788, 


(Vide Introduction, p. 14.) 


'p'HE original documents are preserved in the offices of the Supreme Court of 
New South Wales, and are written on laid paper watermarked [as below] 
on one leaf, and Britannia seated on a shield, all within a treble oval surmounted 
by a crown, on the alternate leaf. The names of the convicts have been erased 
and initials inserted. 
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Hato. 


Precept summoning the first Court of Criminal Judicature 
to assemble at Parramatta on the 7th February t 1792. 

(Vide Introduction, p. 23.) 


HE original document is preserved in the offices of the Supreme Court of 
New South Wales, and is written on laid paper watermarked 
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Halt). 


Proceedings of the Bench of Magistrates, for 1 9th, 21st, 
22nd, 23rd, and 25th February, 1788. 

(Vide Introduction, p. 13.) 

'J'HE original documents are preserved in the offices of the Supreme Court of 
New South Wales, and are written on laid paper watermarked [as below] 
on one leaf, and Britannia seated on a shield, all within a treble oval surmounted 
by a crown, on the alternate leaf. The names of convicts have been erased. 
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Hato. 


Proceedings of the first Court of Civil Jurisdiction, held on 

the 1st, 2nd, and 5th July, 1788, and papers in con- 
nection therewith* 

(Vide Introduction, p. 22.) 

'y'HE original papers are preserved in the offices of the Supreme Court of 
New South Wales, and consist of— 

(1) The “ Complaint in writing ” whereby the proceedings were initiated 
(vide Introduction, p. 9), 

(2) the Proceedings of the Court, 

(3) the warrant issued summoning the defendant to appear, 

(4) affidavit of Henry Cable, 

(5) affidavit of Wm. Aston Long, 

(6) affidavits of Thomas Trimmings and John Hunter, Esq. 

All are written on laid paper, those numbered one, two, three, and six 
(above) on paper watermarked [as below], number four on paper without 
watermark, and number five on paper watermarked Britannia seated on a shield, 
all within a treble oval surmounted by a crown. 
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Halo. 


Probate Papers in the Estate of Lieutenant John Shapcote, 

granted 20th July, 1790. 


(Vide Introduction, p. 23.) 


r pHE original papers are preserved in the offices of the Supreme Court of New 
South Wales, and consist of— 

(1) Proceedings of the Court of Civil Judicature; 

(2) Oath of Peter John Shapcote, the son; 

(3) Account of the sale of the effects of deceased: 

(4) Bond of Administration. 

The documents numbered one and two are written on laid paper watermarked 



[as below]; number three on laid paper watermarked 


surmounted by a 


crown on one leaf, and the British coat-of-arms within a treble oval, all 
surmounted by a crown, with a suspended bell below on the alternate leaf; 
number four on laid paper watermarked [as below] on one leaf, and on the alternate 
leaf an allegorical design of Britannia seated, holding a trident and controlling a 
lion rampant, surrounded by a fence beneath which is suspended a bell, and above 
the motto Pro Patria. 
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Hants. 


Deed of Grant of Experiment Farm to James Ruse, 
dated 22nd February, 1790, 


(Vide Introduction, pp. 15-16.) 

T HE original deed is written on laid paper and is in the custody of F. W. 

Todhunter, Esq., Solicitor, Parramatta, as agent for some members of the 
family of Surgeon John Harris. 








































Hantr. 


Deed of Exchange of portion of Elizabeth Farm, Parra¬ 
matta, for land in Windmill Row, Sydney, dated 
Hth November, 1808 . 

{Vide Introduction, pp. 16-17.) 

HTHE original deed is preserved in the offices of the Registrar-General of New 
South Wales, and is written on laid paper watermarked Britannia seated 
on a shield, all within a double oval surmounted by a crown. 
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Jftnance. 


Balance-sheet of the Bank of New South Wales, dated 

13 th January, 1818. 


(Vide Introduction, pp. 17-20.) 


'T'HE original is written on laid paper in a large folio ledger preserved in the 
*■ vaults of the Bank of New South Wales. 
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Jftnance. 


Ledger Entry of the First Account opened m the 
Bank of New South Wales* 

(Vide Introduction, pp. 17-20.) 

'T'HE original is written on laid paper in a large folio ledger preserved in the 
^ vaults of the Bank of New South Wales. 
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jfmance. 


Draft Forms for Securing Advances made by the 
Bank of New South Wales* 

{Vide Introduction, pp. 17-20.) 

r | > HE originals are preserved in the offices of the Supreme Court of New South 
Wales, and consist of— 

(1) Draft Form of Assignment; 

(2) Draft Form of Oath to be subscribed to by the mortgagor. 

These forms had been prepared by Judge-Advocate Wylde, who was also 
“ Law Solicitor ” to the Bank, and are written on laid paper, document numbered 
one above being watermarked 1808 within an oval on one leaf, and on the alternate 
leaf a shield containing a coat-of-arms with the quarterings of Great Britain 
surmounted by a crown. The second document has no watermark. 
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pipping. 


Recognisances for Passenger Boats to Parramatta, dated 

Hth July, 1803* 


HE original document is preserved in the offices of the Supreme Court of 



1 New South Wales, and is written on laid paper watermarked [as below] on 
one leaf, and Britannia seated on a shield, all within a treble oval surmounted by 
a crown, on the alternate leaf. 

Owing to certain irregularities in the conduct of the traffic between 
Sydney and Parramatta, Governor King issued a series of regulations on the 
6th of July, 1803, which came into force on the 13th July. This document is 
the first completed in accordance with these bye-laws. 


J) Wuckwar 
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